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Carrick on Shannon Community School is committed to providing a suitable education to students who have special educational needs.  The Education Act of 1998, EPSEN Act 2004, Learning Support Guidelines 2000, the NCSE Guidelines on the Individual Education Plan Process 2006, guidelines for Inclusion of Students with Special Educational Needs 2007 and NEWB Guidelines 2008 underpin the kernels of this policy. This policy deals with students between the first and tenth percentile range of intelligence, students who have arrived to this country with little or no English, students with a physical difficulty, diagnosed behavioural difficulty or gifted students.  This policy deals with students in the mild and moderate range, encompassing general and specific learning difficulties.  It also deals with students in the severe and profound range, but such students may only be admitted to the school if the Department of Education allocate all requested resources so the students’ needs can be fully met.
The Board of Management welcomes pupils with Special Educational Needs.  At the earliest possible opportunity the Board of Management will take all the necessary steps to identify children with Special Educational Needs and become familiar with their needs.

The Board of Management will request the following:

· A copy of the child’s Medical/Psychological Report

· A copy of the child’s Educational Plan if available

· A Professional Assessment

Where further resources are required the Department of Education and Science (D.E.S.) will be requested to provide the necessary assistance e.g. Special Needs Assistant, Specialized Equipment, Transport, etc. Where such resources are not forthcoming from the D.E.S. the school may have to postpone admission until the D.E.S. put such resources in place.

Predicated on the allocation of adequate resources and fulfilment of the criteria required upon entry to the school, the following procedure will be adhered to with regards students with assessed special educational needs:
· The profiling process will be started on entry or at identification date, developed and reviewed at regular periods in a spirit of collaboration between parents, relevant staff and outside bodies.

· Based on initial screening tests prior to entry into the school, allied to profile information, an appropriate educational setting will be provided for each student with special educational needs.

· Students scoring on or below the 2nd percentile are entitled to and are obliged to have a psychological report.

· Students scoring on or below the 2nd percentile should be allocated resource teaching hours. 

· Resource teaching hours can take the form of a small class situation (Junior Certificate Schools Programme), withdrawal on a group basis, withdrawal on a one-to-one basis team teaching within a class setting, SNA placement in a class setting or full integration within a class setting.  Carrick on Shannon Community School advocates a mixture of all of these.  If a particular mode is best suited to a particular student, the hours allocated will be used in that manner.

· Students are placed in an educational environment which best suits their needs. Parents/Guardians will be informed of their child’s results in attainment tests, general progress, the programme a student follows and the educational framework that this programme encompasses.  Parents should be informed about the priority needs of the child.

· Students scoring below the 2nd percentile should follow the Junior Certificate Schools Programme in an integrated setting.  Parents/Guardians will be informed about the content of this programme allied to any known career limitations the student may encounter in future life.  

· Differentiation and collaboration are central to meeting the needs of students below the 2nd percentile.

· Armed with all documented facts, parents/guardians can make an informed decision regarding the child’s education.  Failure on behalf of the parent/guardian to accept the recommendations of the school, the appropriate educational programme may not be provided.

· Carrick on Shannon Community School recognises that each student brings strengths to their educational setting.  It is of paramount importance that these strengths are nurtured within any group or individual programme and that the holistic development of the child remains central to his/her education.

· The child’s development will be monitored closely by means of formal and informal assessment and the child’s profile will be updated at regular intervals.

· It is the policy of Carrick on Shannon Community School to obtain a comprehensive student profile from another school if a student arrives after or during first year. Failure by parents to disseminate information or obstruct psychological testing may result in a student not receiving an appropriate education. 

· A variety of methodologies and strategies will be used so the child’s preferred learning style may reap the best possible learning outcomes.

·  Use of ICT is an integral part to the teaching and learning within the SEN framework.   

· All of these statements are predicated on the provision of adequate resources by the Department of Education and Science. Programmes can only run so long as they do not hinder the progress and/or militate against the overall educational experience of any other student.

Policy on Learning Support
· Carrick on Shannon Community School is committed to providing a balanced and suitable education for students in need of learning support.

· A student who may avail of learning support is one who scores between the 3rd and 10th percentile.

· With an approved psychological report that recommends the provision of learning support/and or on the basis of strong evidence of a need for such intervention, students should receive appropriate tuition.

· Collaboration with Principals of primary schools is vital in developing the profile of the learning support student.

· A mixture of small class situations, team teaching, withdrawal from a subject not appropriate to the student’s strengths and placement of this student in a group with similar needs is advocated to deliver a meaningful learning support system.

· The implementation of group programmes together with collaboration between subject/class teachers, allied to differentiation within group settings is crucial in meeting the needs of students availing of learning support.

· Profiling, assessment, planning and evaluation may be encompassed within group programmes rather than individual plans.

· The delivery of an effective Learning Support System is contingent on the availability of suitable human, material and monetary resources.

Provision of Special Needs Assistants

· On the recommendations of an approved psychological report, a Special Needs Assistant will be sought for a student. Where a Special Educational Needs Organiser advocates the presence of a team teacher rather than a Special Needs Assistant, this practice will be implemented.
Students with Physical Difficulties

· Where possible students should be educated on the ground floor

· A lift is also provided to access the 1st floor.

· Students will be given adequate time to move between classrooms.

Gifted Children:

· Teachers should enter into a spirit of collaboration to ensure such students develop in a holistic manner. Such students’ social development will be monitored closely by staff. 

Language Use:

Agreement among teachers on language use and terms to be used across the curriculum should be agreed at the outset of the academic year and be reviewed at regular intervals.

Banding:

Students who are banded together in first year should follow very similar programmes in all facets within core areas to allow for more informed assessment and that placement and subject options for second year are based on sound and concrete evidence. 
Physical Danger:

Where a child with Special Educational Needs is in danger of harming himself/herself, a member of staff, or another student the teacher in closest proximity may, as a last resort, apply physical restraint to avert potential harm. 

Reasonable Accommodation in State Examinations:

· Through the professional opinion of staff, requests by students and parents, allied to informed professional advice by an Educational Psychologist or equivalently qualified professional, a student with learning difficulties should be accommodated in a suitable manner to express his/her knowledge adequately in state examinations. 
· Screening and testing should be done at the earliest possible stage.

· Practice in the mode of answering should ideally take place within class settings where this is practical and always at mock and formal house exams.

This policy is subject to change given the changing edifice of legislation and circumstances that may arise within the school. 
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