SCHOOL COURSES

The curriculum offered by Carrick-on-Shannon Community School is covered by the regulations as stipulated by the Department of Education and Science, which may be amended in accordance with section 9 and 30 of the Education Act 1998.  The School offers traditional Junior Certificate and Leaving Certificate Programmes.  The school also provides Leaving certificate Applied and Leaving Certificate Vocational Programmes, Junior Certificate Special Programme and Post Leaving Certificate Programme.

CURRICULUM   -   JUNIOR CERTIFICATE
All students study


Gaeilge

History

           Social, Personal & Health Education


English

Geography

Civic, Social & Political Education


Mathematics
Science

Religious Education


Computers
Physical Education




Students choose four subjects from the following list:


French




Home Economics


German




Business Studies


Music




Art


Technical Graphics


Technology


Materials Technology (Wood)

Materials Technology (Metal) 

1st year students take subjects as above. 2nd year students continue as in 1st year except for Irish, English and Mathematics, which are streamed as a result of teacher recommendations and a first year common test given to all classes.

JUNIOR CERTIFICATE SCHOOLs’ PROGRAMME (J.C.S.P.)

The Junior Certificate School Programme was devised to cater for students who would experience difficulties with the Junior Certificate Curriculum and be in danger of early drop out from school.  The programme follows the Curriculum framework set out for the Junior Cert, but it is re-focused to cater for this group of students.

All J.C.S.P. students follow courses leading to Foundation level examinations in English and Maths, and an appropriate course in Irish.  While other subjects suited to the abilities of each individual student are also included in the J.C.S.P. timetable these students usually take a curtailed curriculum.

Whether or not a student has been successful in the Junior Certificate exams he/she is still entitled to an individualised profile which gives the student credit for what has been learned and achieved.  This profile is issued and certified by the Department of Education and Science at the end of the Junior Certificate School Programme.

All students study


Cultural Irish
History

          Social, Personal & Health Education


English

Geography

Civic, Social & Political Education


Mathematics
Science

Religious Education


Computers
Physical Education




Students choose four subjects from the following list:


French




Home Economics


German




Business Studies


Music





Art


Technical Graphics


Technology


Materials Technology (Wood)

Materials Technology (Metal) 


Curriculum   -   Leaving Certificate
Towards the end of 3rd year Career Guidance counsellors advise all students on the implications of student choices of subjects in Leaving Certificate.

An information night is held for all students and parents on senior cycle options and the implications of subject choices.

Students choose to follow either the Leaving Certificate (L.C. - traditional course), the Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme (L.C.V.P. - depends on subject chosen), the Leaving Certificate Applied (L.C.A.) or the Transition Year (T.Y.O) option. Senior cycle options / subjects offered will depend on requirements indicated by students, resources available and sufficient numbers seeking an option/subject to justify providing it.

All students study Gaeilge (except where exempt), English and Mathematics.  Students choose four subjects from the following list in the case of Leaving Certificate (traditional) or L.C.V.P.

French



         Engineering



               Home Economics    
                 German



   Building Construction

         Biology

Art




        Technical Drawing
            Physics

                          Music



       Agricultural Science

         History

Chemistry



         Geography


          Business Organisation









All students in the Leaving Certificate Cycle will avail of study in Religious Education, Physical Education, Career Guidance (5th year), Computer Studies and SPHE (Social, Personal and Health Education (4th year)  

CURRICULUM    -    LEAVING CERTIFICATE APPLIED
It is a distinct and self contained two year programme with provision for work experience and practical tasks.

The Leaving Certificate Applied focuses on Vocational Preparation, Vocational Education and General Education. A unique feature of L.C.A. is that Information Technology, Arts, Leisure and Recreation are required for all students. The two-year programme is divided into four half-year blocks and achievements are credited in each of these sessions. It is based on concepts of learning styles, achievement and excellence that are broader than those of the established Leaving Certificate (traditional). English, Communications and Social Education are core for all students, while the Vocational Specialisms on offer in this school are two of the following (depending on demand and resources): Construction and Manufacturing, Engineering, Hotel Catering and Tourism, Information Technology
Curriculum Framework



Vocational Preparation

Vocational Preparation 








Vocational Guidance








English and Communications



Vocational Education

Mathematical Applications








Vocational Specialisms








Information Technology



General Education

Arts Education








Social Education








Languages








Leisure and Recreation


Curriculum   -   Leaving certificate vocational programme
Each student must take:

Two Leaving Certificate Subjects from one of the Vocational Subject Groupings (see table below)

A Leaving Certificate Modern Language or an ab-initio course in a Modern 

    European Language or a Vocational Language Module*

Two link modules



Enterprise Education



Preparation for Work

Irish* and at least one other Leaving Cert subject

Work Experience

*Pupils opting for an alternative to the Leaving Certificate Modern European Language, or those who are exempt from studying Irish must take an additional subject to ensure a minimum of 5 Leaving Certificate subjects.

	Vocational Subject Groupings
(for LCVP)

	Specialist Groupings

1. Construction Studies or Engineering or Technical Drawing (any two)

2. Physics and Construction Studies or Engineering

3. Agricultural Science and Construction Studies or Engineering

4. Agricultural Science and Chemistry or Physics or Physics & Chemistry(combined subject)

5. Home Economics and Agricultural Science or Biology

6. Home Economics and Art

7. Accounting or Business or Economics (any two)

8. Physics and Chemistry

9. Biology and Chemistry or Physics or Physics & Chemistry(combined subject)

10. Biology and Agricultural Science



	Services Groupings

11. Engineering and Business or Accounting or Economics

12. Construction Studies and Business or Accounting or Economics

13. Home Economics and Business or Accounting or Economics

14. Agricultural Science and Business or Accounting or Economics

15. Art and Business or Accounting or Economics

16. Music and Business or Accounting or Economics




Students who opt not to follow the L.C.V.P. may do a computer course    leading to the award of E.C.D.L.

	L.C.V.P. POINTS

	(Students may use their L.C.V.P. points in place of a sixth subject for points calculation)

	AWARD
	POINTS

	Distinction  80-100%
	70

	Merit       65-79%
	50

	Pass        50-64%
	30


	POINTS SYSTEM FOR 2009 ENTRY

	% Band
	L.C. Grades
	Point scale for L.C. Higher Level Paper
	Point scale for L.C. Ordinary Level Paper
	Bonus points for Honours Maths *

	90 - 100
	A1
	100
	60
	40

	85 -   89
	A2
	90
	50
	35

	80 -  84
	B1
	85
	45
	30

	75  - 79 
	B2
	80
	40
	25

	70 -  74
	B3
	75
	35
	20

	65 -  69
	C1
	70
	30
	15

	60 -  64
	C2
	65
	25
	10

	55 -  59
	C3
	60
	20
	  5

	50 -  54
	D1
	55
	15
	

	45 -  49
	D2
	50
	10
	

	40 -  44
	D3
	45
	5
	


Note: Six subjects only from one sitting of the leaving Cert. for calculating points total

*University of Limerick awards bonus points for Honours Mathematics, Bonus points also apply to DIT Course DT021 (see Prospectus)

L.C.V.P Links Modules

Higher Education Institutes award points as set out below for results in Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme Link Modules, in place of a sixth Leaving Certificate subject.

Results 

Points





Distinction 

  70

Merit


  50

Pass 


  30

Any enquiries about this should be

addressed to the Admissions Office

of the appropriate institution(s)

                                                                                                                                                         Foundation Maths for some courses at some Institutes of Technology only (please check carefully) 

Leaving 	     Foundation


Cert Grade	     Maths Points





A1			20


A2			15


B1			10


B2			  5








